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The Big Picture 

• Training and education to address future skills requirements 

 

• Encourage closer links between the industrial and academic  

worlds 

 

• Concentrate on driving the uptake of new technologies 

to improve competitiveness 

While manufacturers believe the previous Government did a 

‘good job’, many think the new Government needs to focus 

on several areas. 
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The Skills Debate 

Manufacturers are urging Government to prioritise 

STEM education from an early age and make the 

process of taking on apprentices easier. The skills 

debate is a critical issue for manufacturers, and 

their responses to our consultation focussed on 

three areas for action: 
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R&D, Investment & Business Support 

Government needs to focus on infrastructure investment, 

help manufacturers access funding to invest in R&D, 

establish tax credits and focus on critical areas of 

business support. The UK’s infrastructure is a critical 

component in supporting the manufacturing sector, so 

the Government’s role in this area is key. 
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Technologies of the Future 

While there are already exciting technologies in use, 

the feedback showed that manufacturers are planning 

further investment to help address obsolescence and 

improve productivity. 
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Cornerstones of the Digital Enterprise – The Innovation Challenge 

Integrated value chain with seamless engineering  Use of intelligent models 

Transparent factories, internally and externally networked Modular, networked, secure automation 
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Cornerstones of the Digital Enterprise – The Innovation Challenge 

Industrial communication Industrial software and automation 

Industrial services Industrial security 
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Factory of the Future video 



Thank you - #mfgdebate 


